
 

 

Conservation Advisory Council 

Minutes of May 5, 2015 Meeting 

Village Hall 

 

Chairperson Robert Liebman called the meeting to order at 7:30 P.M. 

 

Members present: 

Chairperson Robert Liebman 

Alison Bisbano 

 

Attendees: 

 Jim Gmelin 

 Peter Grunthal 

 

Minutes: 

Bob provided handouts for several agenda items. 

ICLEI’s ClearPath Online Emissions Management Tool 

Bob: ICLEI’s Emissions Management Tool is an online tool.  It is free for Mount Kisco since we are an 

ICLEI member. 

The handout material describing this tool was reviewed.  It was noted that this online tool seems to 

have many improvements compared with the previous ICLEI software for greenhouse gas inventories 

that was used by Mount Kisco several years ago and that it can be used continuously to manage 

emissions. 

Peter: Should we be doing a greenhouse gas emissions analysis? 

Bob: Yes, it is critical for the effort to fight climate change.  Whether to use ClearPath is a decision that 

the Village Board would make.  We need ClearPath to set an emissions reduction target and to monitor 

how well we are doing in meeting the target. 

Peter: We have a baseline from around 2008. 

Bob: Using that baseline, we can compare how much we have done. 



 

 

Peter: We need to make progress.  For example, we should have electric vehicles. 

Jim:  How does Bedford make so much progress? 

Peter: They have passionate, smart people that get the work done.  I can talk with the Village Manager’s 

assistant.  I need an idea of the time commitment needed. 

Bob: There is an international conference in Paris at the end of this year that may get things moving 

faster.  The New York State DEC Climate Change Office is driving the issue of emissions reduction.  They 

function by interacting with towns. 

Peter: The Emissions Management Tool is an ICLEI product? 

Bob: Yes.  There is quite a bit of help available from the Climate Smart Communities program.  Help is 

given to towns. 

Peter: In order to monitor progress with this new software available we need a staff member.  Bedford 

2020 is setting the standard for the nation. 

Jim: Should a greenhouse gas inventory be taken? 

Bob: Yes, we recommend to the Village Board to do another inventory. 

Peter: There needs to be a practical way of getting it done, either with volunteers or ask the village staff.  

The issue is the progress.  The recommendation is to monitor progress on greenhouse gas emissions and 

compare it to the inventory done in 2008.  If the Village Board accepts the recommendation they ask the 

Village Manager to get it done.  The software is free. 

 

Solarize, Energize, Microgrid, Aggregation 

Peter: With regards to Solarize, communities in Westchester County post these Solarize signs.  There are 

four Solarize groups made of two municipalities each.  NYSERDA is putting up $40 million where there 

will be 25 studies done.  Selected solar panel installers will mobilize in locations of close proximity to 

complete the solar installations.  People are signing up to put solar panels on their roofs.  Public 

relations meetings have been held. 

Jim: Andrew Weidmann uses solar panels and sells energy back to Con Edison. 

Alison: The building stock needs to have its structure checked prior to installing solar panels.  This is 

needed due to the wind loads that will be seen and the additional dead load of the solar panels on the 

building structure. 

Peter: With solar panels the installers check the structure and make decisions about roof shingle 

installations. 



 

 

Peter: With regards to Energize, this is an effort started by Bedford 2020 to retrofit your home in order 

for it to be “tight”. 

Tight refers to exterior walls of homes limiting heat loss in the winter and keeping the interior spaces 

cool in the summer. 

Peter: With regards to the Microgrid, in severe weather the power lines are without power.  The idea of 

a Microgrid is that it is an independent power supply.  Mount Kisco is looking at a section of the Village 

between Main Street and Lexington Avenue to tie into the Grand Prix solar array.   

Peter presented a map illustrating the areas of Mount Kisco that would be included. 

Peter: Mount Kisco is also exploring the idea of putting a solar array at the landfill.  Gasification is the 

process by which electricity is created from garbage.  There is also a proposal for solar pontoons on 

Byram Lake.  The hospital gave a letter of support for a microgrid. 

Peter: With regards to Aggregation, municipalities jointly purchase power from power companies. 

Bob: I read that in Pleasantville there is a controversy over whether the program should be opt-in or 

opt-out for homeowners.  As the program was proposed everyone was included and those who do not 

want to participate and select their own electrical power provider have to call Con Edison to opt-out.  

Some people argued that it should be the reverse where nobody is initially included and to participate 

people have to opt-in.  The individuals who opt-in would have the option of where they get their power 

from, whether it be wind power or solar power, etc. 

 

 

Climate Smart Communities Pledge 

Bob: Mount Kisco took the pledge. 

Pledge items 1 through 10 were read from a handout. 

 

 

Climate Smart Communities Priority Actions 

The priority actions among the 120 actions listed in the Climate Smart Communities certification 

program were read from a handout. 

Bob: The ClearPath software gives separate greenhouse gas inventories for government and for 

community. 

Jim: We conducted the analysis for government only in 2008.  The community analysis was estimated. 



 

 

Peter: The library uses geothermal technology. 

Bob: The Village needs to outreach to community members.  At the Westchester Climate Change 

Summit last year a climate scientist said that communities need to set priorities for taking action. 

 

CAC Climate Change Recommendations  

A review of the three recommendations that are listed in a handout was conducted. 

Bob: An example of smart urban growth is multifamily housing built near a railroad station. 

Peter: The Marsh Sanctuary has a forestry plan.   

Peter showed the plan. 

It was discussed that if the Village chooses to seek Climate Smart Communities certification, a 

coordinator would be needed to communicate with the DEC Climate Change Office and that it is up to 

the Village Board to decided to set a target for greenhouse gas emission reductions. 

 

 

 

The meeting adjourned at 9:00 P.M. 

 

 

 

Respectfully submitted by, 

Alison Bisbano 


